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The TeachUP literature review
is available online - what can I
learn from it?
What does research say about teacher
collaboration, personalised learning, formative
assessment and creativity? TeachUP literature
review provides definitions to these practices,
followed by evidence for the impact on teaching
and learning, how each topic can be effectively
integrated into classroom practice, and how
teachers can develop their skills while integrating
these methods in their teaching.
In the literature review, the following key elements
were identified in order to help teachers to
successfully implement each of practices in their
classrooms:
Formative assessment
1. Setting clear learning goals and criteria and
tracking student progress.

2. Providing feedback: timely, tied to criteria
regarding expectations, and includes specific
suggestions for how to improve future
performance and meet learning goals.
3. Classroom dialogue and questioning,
engagement in activities: to draw out evidence
of what students know and are able to do.
4. Importance of nurturing positive classroom
cultures: positive relationships, students’ selfefficacy.
5. Include students’ peer- and self-assessment.
6. Adapting teaching: use of evidence of student
learning to adapt the teaching work to meet
the needs.
7. Use of digital and analogue tools to support

formative assessment.
Personalised learning

some of the responsibility for their learning
away from the teacher to the students.

1. Fostering student agency to increase their
autonomy in learning.

4. Assessment, in particular how to assess the
each individual contribution to group work.

2. Effective teaching strategies: use a variety
of instruction methods support personalised
learning.

5. Role of Technology to support collaborative
learning: creating collaborative learning
environments (communities) that enable
students to carry out group activities.

3. Identifying student needs versus tagging
students: how to identify student needs to
enable all students to develop their full
academic potential, without creating and
legitimating differences between students.
4. Role of Technology to support personalised
learning (e.g. Blended Learning, Big Data).
5. Whole school approach to personalised
learning: adapt more flexible curricula and
classroom practices, school organisation,
organisation of learning spaces.
Teacher collaboration
1. Enabling co-creation of learning: students
plan and carry out challenging tasks together;
they become potentially responsible for each
others’ learning as well as their own learning
(teaching their peers, managing questions and
clarifications).
2. Positive interdependence: student group shares
goals, tasks, resources, roles, extrinsic rewards.

Creativity
1. Fostering creative dispositions in students:
creative individuals are inquisitive, persistent,
imaginative, collaborative, and disciplined.
2. Using processes that support creative work:
e.g. metacognitive thinking; incubation period
for problem solving; task structures; home and
classroom environments.
3. How to structure and transfer creative
knowledge and competences across subject
areas (such as, for instance, from music to
mathematics).
4. Digital tools to support creativity.
5. Assessing creativity.
You can read here the literature review in order
to understand and learn how to integrate teacher
collaboration, personalised learning, formative
assessment and creativity in your classroom.

3. Changing roles for students and teachers: shift

The first round of Country
Dialogue Labs – dialogue
that foster change in
education!
A particular feature of the TeachUP (Teacher
UpSkilling) Project is a series of Dialogue Labs,
one-day workshops, which take place at country
level and provide opportunities for collaboration,
knowledge sharing and co-creation between
Initial Teacher Education (ITE) and Continuous
Professional Development (CPD) organisations
and other relevant stakeholders.
The first round of TeachUP Country Dialogue
Labs took place throughout November 2017

and continued until January 2018. They gathered
participants such as policy makers, school heads,
teachers and student teachers, enabling an active
dialogue, which will contribute to the success of the
project.
What are the conclusions and outcomes of the
Throughout the Country Dialogue Labs?
The overall picture that emerges from the discussions
is that of traditional methods, which have yet to
adapt to the new learner, participants identified
the following gaps:
1. Lack of a collaboration culture - both within
institutions and among teacher educators and
student teachers. Current teacher training is
described as overly ‘vertical’, as opposed to a
more ‘horizontal’ classroom reality. Participants
suggested that more bridges should be built
between subjects taught in ITE, and collaborative

methods should be used more frequently.
2. Lack of adjustment of ITE and CPD provision
to classroom realities - Teacher training should
be more grounded on practice, and bridge
theory with the latter by adopting a hands-on
approach to learning (active learning, learning
by experience, problem-based projects, etc);
and by increasing interactions with practicing
teachers during ITE.
3. Lack of digital competencies - both teacher
educators and student teachers shared that
ICT training in ITE and CPD is considered as
being itself too much of a traditional focus
and should centre on pedagogical rather than
technical aspects. Language skills should also
be developed in parallel to ICT, to ensure that
student teachers and practicing teachers can
use up-to-date content and tools.
Looking specifically at Formative assessment,

Personalised learning and teaching, Collaboration
and Creativity participants in the Country Dialogue
lab highlighted the following:
•The need to clarify each term and its difference
from other similar practices, for example
cooperation and collaboration.
•Provide concrete, hands-on examples on how to
implement these practices in their classroom, for
example, how to use technology to implement
formative assessment.
•Assessment of these practices, for example how
to assess creativity.
The Cross-country Dialogue Lab provided the
opportunity of drawing together key points made
across countries to enable comparative analysis
and provide the focus to help us to develop the online
courses that will address the various challenges
and gaps brought up in these discussions.

The TeachUP survey
results are now
available - what do
teacher trainers say
about online learning
in their organisation?
During the first four months of TeachUP project, we
collected the opinions of 425 teachers and teacher
trainers from 10 countries. In a survey, designed
especially for this task, teachers assessed the extent
of online training in their organisations. The idea
behind this survey, is to identify the gaps in ITE
and CPD provision in four competences: teacher
collaboration, personalised learning, formative
assessment and creativity.
Overall, the following conclusions emerge from the
consultation:
•Between 60 and 64 per cent of the teachers
who participated in the survey, consider that
their institution covers the four topics adequately.
However, a significant number of teachers,
between 20 and 24 per cent, feel that this is not
the case.
•Teachers report on gaps in provision in all four
topics, in particularly:
o Formative assessment: using technology
platforms that support interaction and
assessment.

o Personalised learning: managing learning
environments for differentiated learning.
o Teacher collaboration: monitoring and giving
feedback on collaborative processes.
o Creativity:
collaborating
professionals.
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It is important to note that there is variation
between countries and between initial teachers
training institutions and professional development
organisations.
The findings in the literature review, the survey
results together with the insights and topics brought
up in the Country Dialogue Labs, provide a clear
picture and extensive information regarding
the gap teachers experience in the four areas
mentioned above. All this will serve to define the
focus of the four TeachUP courses that will begin in
autumn 2018.
You can read the full consultation results here,
together with the Country Dialogue Labs outcomes
and the Literature Review.
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